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New Zealand’s winter 
playgrounds are quality 

choices for snow bunnies 
and their families

WORDS CRAIG TANSLEY 

A
ustralian skiers 
are rushing to New 
Zealand’s snow fi elds in 
increasing numbers — 
last year 75,000 made 

the journey east, accounting for 
35% of those who practise the 
sport in Oz. NZ typically has a 
longer ski season and a bigger 
choice of snow activities than 
Australia, with heli-skiing a big 
draw-card — and let’s not forget 
you get an extra 30 cents for your 
dollar. But with so much choice, 
here should you go?

SOUTH ISLAND
 QUEENSTOWN

It’s one of the world’s best winter-
sports centres — with a choice 
of four major ski resorts within 
two hours’ drive — plus it’s the 
departure point for some of the 
best heli-skiing on earth, as well 
as being home to over 100 bars, 
restaurants and cafés. And, 
of course, it’s regarded as the 
adrenaline capital of the world.

Take a short bus ride — or drive 
yourself — to Coronet Peak and 
the Remarkables ski resorts, while 
Cardrona is just 60 minutes’ drive 
away. You can also ride one of 
the world’s best terrain parks at 
Snow Park 90 minutes away, or 
learn snow kiting or cross-country 
skiing at Snow Farm.

Ripping up the snow on Mt Hutt, 
the south island’s tallest ski mountain, 
just two hours from Christchurch
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 THE REMARKABLES
This is a true family 

mountain, with children aged 
10 and under skiing for free, and 
a dedicated learning area for 
beginners. There’s also a network 
of progressive terrain parks, the 
Ozone Snow Tubing park for 
families, as well as snowshoeing 
tours. But don’t let the family 
benefi ts put you o�  if you’re an 
expert — the Remarkables has 
New Zealand’s best in-bounds 
backcountry runs (head for the big 
mountain chutes). Buses operate 
from Queenstown every 20 
minutes and take half an hour.

Lift passes cost NZ$91 for 
adults, NZ$49 for kids.

New Zealand’s 
snowfields offer 

rollercoaster terrain     
and learning slopes

 CORONET PEAK 
It’s only 20 minutes’ 

drive from Queenstown and o� ers 
families the best of everything: 
roller-coaster terrain for experts 
and easy learning for beginners, 
and the best après-ski scene on 
any mountain in New Zealand. 
Kids aged six and under receive 
free lift passes, while the mountain 
o� ers supervised kids programs 
for all ages. Coronet Peak o� ers 
NZ’s most extensive snow-making 
system, and also has the country’s 
longest opening hours, with night 
skiing on Friday and Saturday 
nights in peak season. It also plays 
host to Queenstown’s legendary 
Winter Festival from 22 June to 
1 July.

Day lift passes cost NZ$95 for 
adults, NZ$52 for kids.

Thrilling Turoa on the 
south-western slope 
of Mt Ruapehu

 WANAKA
Wanaka has emerged 

in the past decade as one of the 
world’s most dynamic — and 
prettiest — ski towns. Wanaka 
is now home to a huge range of 
accommodation, activities, bars 
and restaurants. It’s also just 45 
minutes’ drive from Cardrona, 
Treble Cone, Snow Park and Snow 
Farm, and the departure point 
for heli-skiing and backcountry 
ski touring. Cardrona Valley, 
just outside Wanaka, has the 
best terrain in New Zealand to 
learn snow-kiting. Opposite 
Cardrona, Snow Farm o� ers 
hectares of ideal empty, fl at snow 
terrain for intermediate skiers or 
snowboarders to snow-kite.
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Cardrona has 
more lifts than 
any ski resort in 
the South Island 

 CARDRONA
This is the mountain with 

New Zealand’s best facilities for 
kids — families love Cardrona. 
Every child is catered for — with 
a nursery and kindy for kids from 
three months to three years, a ski 
kindy for three- and four-year-
olds, and ski and snowboard 
schools for ages fi ve to 14. You can 
also sleep overnight in the resort 
— one of the few places in New 
Zealand you can do so. Cardrona 
also has one of the southern 
hemisphere’s best half-pipes 
and terrain parks, and fi ve cafés. 
The resort has also installed new 
chairlifts, giving Cardrona more 
lifts than any ski resort in the 
South Island.

Day lift passes cost NZ$95 for 
adults, NZ$48 for kids.

 TREBLE CONE
Strangely enough, TC 

remains o�  the itineraries of most 
Aussie skiers, but it o� ers the best 
ski terrain inside any ski resort in 

 SNOW PARK
Snow Park is 

Australasia’s only dedicated 
freestyle park, and the coolest 
place to take the kids this winter 
— as well as the least expensive. 
Snow Park is a mountain 
dedicated solely to jumping, half-
pipe riding and jibbing (riding 
boxes and rails). 

Located halfway between 
Wanaka and Queenstown, it gives 
families a whole new range of 
options in the snow. It provides 
some of the only on-snow 
accommodation in New Zealand, 
with night skiing o� ered Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday nights 
(5–9pm). Accommodation ranges 
from simple backpacker options 
to luxury apartments. There’s 
also snow tubing, with beginners 
catered for at Snow Park’s 
dedicated learning area.

Lift tickets cost NZ$88 for 
the day, NZ$41 for kids; learner 
day passes cost NZ$30, NZ$15
 for kids.

Coronot Peak 
caters for all 
levels of abilities

Australasia, with everything from 
sheltered, sunny learning slopes 
to the steepest, most challenging 
in-bounds skiing in the country. It 
also o� ers arguably the best views 
of any ski resort on earth, looking 
down onto Lake Wanaka. Families 
are well catered for, with budget-
friendly family passes o� ered, 
the TC Cat Club for skiers and 
boarders from fi ve to 15, and the 
Kitty Cat Club for younger skiers. 

Lift tickets cost NZ$95 for 
adults, NZ$48 for kids.
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FROST BITES

Snow tubing with Ozone 
Snow Tubing at the 
Remarkables Ski Resort 

Jetstar has great low fares across New 
Zealand, visit Jetstar.com to book.  

046

Almost all South Island ski resorts are now 
covered by one of two passes, o� ering 
savings and convenience. The OnepassNZ 
covers Cardrona, Treble Cone, Snow Park, 
Snow Farm, Ohau, Mt Dobson, Round Hill and 
Porters ski areas (onepassnz.com). While 
Coronet Peak, Mt Hutt and the Remarkables 
use the SuperPassNZ (superpassnz.com).

 BRIDGET LEGNAKSKY
“My kids are crazy about 
skiing, and they can race, 
train and ride the Cardrona 
park safely.”

 JOSH CLARK
“I love heading up to the 
Chutes at the Remarkables 
on powder days: there are 
plenty of steep drops.” 

 NOAH REGAN-ROACH
“Cardrona has awesome 
terrain and a perfect 
half-pipe; its longer 
seasons are great.”

BEST SNOW DEALS

NORTH ISLAND 
While almost all the attention 
from Australian skiers focuses 
on New Zealand’s South Island, 
New Zealand’s two North Island 
ski resorts manage to fl y under 
many skiers’ radar. The resorts of 
Turoa and Whakapapa — built 
on opposite sides of Mt Ruapehu 
— o� er the best skiing and 
snowboarding in the Antipodes. 
You’ll fi nd New Zealand’s longest 
ski season, with fresh snow falling 
until late October. You can ride 
both resorts on the one lift ticket. 

Families will be just as happy: 
Whakapapa is home to New 
Zealand’s best beginner’s area, 
with an entire valley dedicated 
to novices. The nearby ski town of 
Ohakune o� ers everything from 
budget cabins to fi ve-star 
ski lodges and a bustling nightlife. 

Day lift tickets cost NZ$95 for 
adults, NZ$57 for kids. 

 METHVEN
A decade ago families 

would’ve been bored senseless, 
but Methven has come a long way. 
It now o� ers families plenty of 
o� - and on-snow options: some 
of the best heli-skiing in New 
Zealand, one of the largest and 
highest ski areas in New Zealand, 
and inexpensive club ski fi elds 
an hour’s drive away. And how’s 
this for a bargain: every child aged 
10 and under who travels with 
an adult to Methven enjoys free 
transfers between the airport and 
Mt Hutt, accommodation, meals 
and ski/board rental this season 
(check out www.kids4free.co.nz). 
Methven is just an hour’s drive 
from the South Island’s largest 
city, Christchurch, while Mt Hutt 
is 35 minutes away. 

 There are fi ve club fi elds 
located an hour’s drive from 
Methven that o� er some of 
the best — and cheapest — 
backcountry skiing on the planet. 

Lift tickets at Mt Hutt cost 
NZ$91 for adults, NZ$49 for kids. PH

OT
O:

 T
ON

Y 
HA

RR
IN

GT
ON

 N
OA

H 
RE

GA
N-

RO
AC

H 
PH

OT
O:

 F
IN

N 
BI

LI
OU

S

HELI-SKIING

National park laws forbid heli-skiing in 
Australia, but New Zealand o� ers some of the 
best-value heli-skiing on the planet. You can 
heli-ski out of Queenstown, Wanaka, Mt Cook 
and Methven. Heli-skiing is far easier than 
you think and you’ll be placed in groups with 
skiers of similar ability and assigned a guide.


