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Craig Tansley DISCOVERS A GETAWAY JUST  
30 MINUTES FROM MELBOURNE’S CBD THAT 
FEELS LIKE A FAR-FLUNG COUNTRY RETREAT.

A city surprise

set somewhere amongst the 
sprawl of suburbia on Melbourne’s 
southwest fringe, South Werribee 
might just be another urban zone char-
acterised by the Australian Dream. But 
South Werribee has two deep secrets. 
First, it’s actually one of Australia’s 
largest vegetable gardens, home to over 
180 farms set across 3,000 hectares of 
farming land producing A$60 million 
per annum worth of broccoli, cauliflow-
er, lettuce and artichokes (it really is an 
oasis in Melbourne’s western suburbs).

And in amongst all this rich choc-
olate-soil farmland where workers 
plough the fields and pick vegetables 
lies its second, bigger secret: that trav-
ellers need only drive 30 minutes from 
the heart of Melbourne’s CBD to find 
a tranquil and regal Melbourne luxury 
getaway that feels like it’s hours from 
any urban area at all.

The Mansion Hotel & Spa is Mel-
bourne’s closest country retreat and 
there is nowhere else in Australia that 
offers an historic country manor so 
close to the city. Set on 10 acres of im-
peccably manicured gardens, and built 
beside an Italianate-style country es-
tate created in 1877 as the finest of its 
kind in the entire region, it provides a 
regal landscape for a quiet getaway, mi-
nus a long drive. 

It might be just a 30 minute drive 
from Melbourne, but you are journey-
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ing 140 years into Victoria’s cultured 
past. The stunning gardens at the 
Mansion were designed by Melbourne 
Botanic Gardens curator WR Guil-
foyle (and include a parterre display 
– a French-style garden arrangement 
first favoured by aristrocrats in the 
17th century to show off the wealth 
of its owners). Guilfoyle managed to 
achieve a feeling of isolation from 
everything around that’s remained 
through the ages; surrounded as you 
are by sprawling gardens and giant 
gums and pine trees. 

The Mansion Hotel & Spa was first 
built in 2000 beside the 135 year-old 
mansion, and it’s hard to separate the 
two from the outside. Featuring 91 

heritage-style hotel rooms, the hotel 
also has a day spa with eight treatment 
rooms and a 17-metre indoor swim-
ming pool.

The hotel’s features capture the 
old-world charm of 19th century Vic-
toria, with a library room that’s rich, 
dark and inviting in its décor and a 
restaurant and bar (Joseph’s) serving 
gourmet modern European cuisine 
with tables that look out across the 
gardens in the soft evening light.

The menu at Joseph’s showcases 
the local produce of South Werribee – 
don’t go without trying the seared duck 
breast, tuna marinated with white 
miso, asparagus and crispy parsnip 
or the beetroot carpaccio, white rum, 

soya, glazed eel and carrot mousse.
The restaurant has over 200 

choices on its wine list, some of 
which come from a winery whose 
grapes you can see ripening from 
your table. Shadowfax Winery can 
be found just a five-minute walk 
from the hotel. Its award-winning 
sauvignon blanc, pinot gris and 
charadonnay grapevines neighbour 
the Mansion’s well-kept grounds and 
its tasting room is open from 11am 
every day of the week for visitors.

The Mansion Hotel & Spa is also 
built beside the Werribee Open Range 
Zoo. There’s an Equestrian Centre 
within the park and a rose garden fea-
turing over 5,000 varieties of roses.

STAY ING THERE
Heritage rooms start 
from A$249 per night 
and suites from A$479 
per night.
lancemore.com.au/
mansion-hotel-and-spa

GETT ING THERE
Virgin Australia flies 
to Melbourne from 
Australian capital cities 
and many regional 
centres. Return economy 
fares start from A$160 
and business class fares 
(some routes) from 
A$800. The Mansion 
Hotel is a 30-minute 
drive from Melbourne.
virginaustralia.com

COUNTRY COMFORT
Opposite page 
clockwise from 
top left: A heritage 
room; Joseph's 
Restaurant; Arrive 
in style; Impeccable 
service is offered.
This page:  
The historic  
mansion and 
modern hotel 
bend seamlessly.
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